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National 2006 Make Mine a $Million Business™ Program Awards
Twenty Women Entrepreneurs at San Francisco Event

Awardees to Receive Mentoring, Money, Marketing and Technology Assistance
toward Building Million-Dollar Enterprises

New York (June 6, 2006) — Twenty successfulvomen entreprenelws earned a vigorous boost for their
businesses Friday after redeig Make Mine a Million Business Awardsn San Fragisco. The

awards D presented by Count Me In for WomenOgEconomic Independence and OPEN from American
Express " at the National Association of Women Business Owners (NAWBO) Women's Business
Conference D are part of the on$ional initiative dedicated to assistingthe 97 percentof women
entrepreneurs with businesses generating less than $1 million in annual revenues.

The Make Mine a $Million Business program aims to foster acommunity of one million women-
ownedbusinesseat $1 million or morein anntal revenwe by2010. The effort could help add up to
four million jobs and $700 billion to the US economy.

Program awardees are eligible to receive aline of creditfrom OPENfrom AmericanExpressanda
business loan from Count Me In; ayearof intensivebusinessoaching and mentorship from a Qlream
tean© of sucessful women entrepreneurs andfessional coaches; and powerfudrketing and
technical support to promote and grow their business into million-dollar enterprises within two years.

OTheMake Mine a$Million Business program meets a critical need for the ®nissing middielof the
populationof women entreprereurswho areneither starting up their business nor running multi-
million dollar firms,Osaid Susan Sobbott, president, OPEN from American Express. Many of them
have plateaued short of the million-dollar mark, and OPEN is helping women entrepreneurs access
new resources to drive even greater success.O

Thetwenty Make Mine a$Million Businessawardes, chosen from more than 500 applicants for
the San Francisco event, are:

e Amelia Moran Ceja of Napa, CA is PresidentCejaVineyards,anultra premum wine
producerlin the NapaandSononavalleys.

 Mary ArdappleDierkerof Peoria,lL is Presi@nt of AppleOs Bakery, a Bakery aide-from:
scratchfoodsusingonly freshandhomemadeingredients.

e Allison Evanow of Novato, CA is CEO of Squa©ne Organic Spirits,ILC, a developer and
marketer of organic spirits.

¢ Julie Fogg 6Long Beach, CA is CEO of Activieort, an authorized reseller of Nortel
convergedechnologysolutions.
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e Julia Frink of San Francisco, CA is PresidehDogwalks.coma daily dogwalking andpet
care service in San Francisco.

e Molly Fuller of SanFranciscoCA is Presidenof Hands On Gourst, LLC, a provider of
hands-on cooking events for tednilding andcelebrations.

e Theresa Hinton of Louisville, KY is CEO of @prehensive Consulting, a consulting service
providing medical utilization review, medical bill audit, and redical case ranagement.

e Patricia Kelly of Burbank, CA is CEO of ixerick, Inc., adesigner and manufacturer of
electric breast pumps for multiple users.

e Susan Knapp of Napa, CA is President dPeifect Pear, a creator andmanufactureof
gournet specialty foods.

e Gina Lyons of Santa Cruz, CA is PresidenLpéns MarbleandGrarite Inc., a providerof
custom fabrication and installation services for a variety oitural and manmade materials.

¢ Kimberly Martinezof Engelwood FL is CEOof Bonitas International, ILC, a wholesaler of
fun andcreativelD badgedisplays.

e Diana Mercer of PlayadiRey, CA is CEO oPeace Talks Mediation Services, Inc., which
provides a service teaming attorneys and therapists as co-mediators to help families resolve
conflict.

¢ Robin Moorad of Berkeley, CA is CEO ahhgo Associateswhich buysandresellsusedand
refurbishedcommerciafurnishings.

e GarnettNewconbeof CarsonCA is President of Huan Potential Consultants, I, which
offers project mnagenent suppot, staffing servicesandmanagenent developnentservices
for government and private industry.

e Vanessa OMeill of Irvine, CA is President of Cedar Spring, Inc., aprovider of state-of-the-art
health, hygiene, infectiocontrol, and diabetaiagnostics solutions.

¢ Kerrie Paigeof Bellingham WA is CEOof NovaSim, LLC, aprovider of software support
model s targeted to telecommunications and health care system

e Linda Russell of San Rafael, CA is PresideihMugshots Photogpdy, a portraitphotography
studio specializing in school photography with a community focus.

e Rosana Santos of Coral Springs, FL is CE®igfChef,a manufactureof handcrafted, frozen
hors dOoeuvres and canapZs.

e Jinsoo Terry of Berkeley, CA is CEO ofldanced Global Connections, which provides
programs on cross-cultural communications, leadership skills, US marketing techniques and
methods to Asian Fortune 500 companies.

¢ Kris Wittenberg of Eagle, CO is President of SayNoM ore! Promotions, a promotional agency
primarily focusing on using logos as a brand strengthener.

OThisewclassof Make Mine a$Million Business awardees are an inspiration to any woman
who hasdaredto createathriving business but never aginedshe would write her own seven-
figure success story,O said Nell Merlino, founaerGEO, CountMe In. OAlongwith nearly
two dozen women from the 2005 Make Mine a $Million Business program, these twenty
awardees represent the promise and potential of women entrepreneurs across America.O

The twenty awardees, competing against nearly 40 finalists, earned their awards after delivering
businesgitchesto anaudienceof morethan650 wonen entrepreneurgudges and guests at
FridayO#ake Mine a $Million Businesprogameventatthe NAWBO Women in Business
Conference. Dany Levy, founder & editor-in-chadéfDaily Candydelivereda keynoteaddresst
the Make Mine a $Million Busiess program awards event.



The annual NAWBO WornOs Busirssconferencattractsnearly700 women entrepreneurs from
acrosghe countryandaroundthe world. Notablespeakers discuss issues impacting women business
owners such as entrepreneurship, financiregketing, technology andinventiveness. In addition, this
conference gives women entrepreneurs the opportunity to netwoanddiscusghe successand
challenges of owning a business.

Cisco Systems Joins QVC to Enhance Program Offering

Each award recipient will also be eligible to receive aline of credit from OPEN from American
Express and a loan of up to $45,000 fréount-Me-Into helpfinancethe growth of her
business. Additionally, San Jose, California-based Cisco Systems™ has joined as a Make Mine a
$Million Business programsupporter. Ciscwill donate network technology and program
packages to five awardees to help grow their businesses and sustain a competitive advantage.
The packages include a comnications networkingystem as well as support and services via
Cisco authorized partners.

QVC alsosupportghe Make Mine a $Milli on Business prograand is giving qualified
awardees an opportunity tolséneir productsto a nationa television audience. Annette
Grignard, evner of pet product aker Pet Dreamand a 2005 Make Mine a $Million awardee,
recently sold her pet bed products on the network.

OThessomentruly representhe heartandsoulof entrepresurial success Theyarean
inspiration to al women who have the desire to succeed in their own business, but need the
appropriatdinancial supportandresourcedo reachtheir full potential, saidMarilyn Montross,
QVCOs Director of Vendor Rétms. OQVC is proud to be one of those resources.O

"A key focus area for Cisco is helping wementepreneurs achieve their top business priorities
through the use of smart business communications and a personalid@dsrategy,Osaid Lauren
Ventura, senior director for small and midsizebusinessnarketingat CiscoSystens.
OCollaboratingvith CountMe In onthe Make Minea $Million Businesgprogramis partof our
ongoing comminent to help women-owned businestaike incremental steps to optimize their
business at their pace with hightue networking technology.O

In 2005, Count Me In and OPEN introduced thekblsline a $Million Businesgprogramto help
women entrepreneurs grow and build sustainabterpnises, create jolddevelopinnovative
products and services. In lgstarOMake Mine a$Million Business pilot progran23 wornen
entrepreneurs from across the country received one-on-oneentoring, marketing assistance and
money in the fam of Count Me In loans ttund their growth. 2005 Awardee Denise Houseberg,
owner of MarketExpo.com based in Frisco, Texas, has already turned her business into a million-
dollar enterprise with assistance shereceivedrrom the program.

Count Me In and OPEN will award 20 additional entrepreneursin 2006 at a second event in New Y ork
City in late October. Applications for the New York eventaredueOctoler 5.

About Count-Me-In
Count Me In for WomenO<Economic Independence is the leadingnationalnot-for-profit providerof

on-line business loans and resources for women to grow their micro businesses into $million
enterprises Find usatwww.countmein.orgor call 212-245-1245.
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About OPEN from American Express™

OPEN®" is the American Express team dedicated exclusively to the success of small business
owners and their copanies. The OPEN Teasupports business owsavith unparalleled
service. Wth tailored products and servicéiseteamdeliverspurchasingpower,flexibility,
control and rewards to help custers run theibusiness. Specificalljgusines®wnercustoners
can leverage an enhanced set of products, watgicesandsavingsjncluding charge and credit
cards,conwenientacces$o working capital,robust online account management capabilities and
savingson businesservicefrom anexpandedineup of partners. To obtainare information
about OPERY, visit OPEN.com, or call 1-800-NOW-OPEN to applyfor acardor loan. Terms
and conditions apply.

American Express Company (www.americanexpress.con) is a leadingglobal payments,network
and travel company founded in 1850.

About QVC

QVC, Inc., a $6.5 billion copany, is an e-comence kadermarketingawide variety of brandnane
productsin suchcategorieashone furnishingslicensed products, fashion, beauty, electronics and
fine jewelry. QVC reaches over 89 million homes in the United States. Other divisions/subsidiaries
include QVC.comQ Records and Video, QV@, QVC Local, QVC ProductWrks. TheQVC
StudioTour is locatedat the conpanys world headquarters in &t Chester, Pa. QVC is a subsidiary
of Liberty Media Corporation.

About Cisco Systems
Cisco Systerm (NASDAQ: CS@) is the worldwiddeaderin networkingfor the Internet.Cisco

news and inforration are available dttp://www.cisco.comFor ongoing news, go to
http://newsroom.cisco.com.

About NAWBO

Founded in 1975, NAWBO propels wementreprenarsinto econonic, socialandpolitical
spheres of power worldwide. More than thirty years later, NAWBO is still the only organization
thatsolelyrepresentshe interest of women entrepreneuris all industries The organizationOs
mission is to strengthen the wealth-creating capacity of its members and promote economic
developnent;to createinnovativeand effectivechangen the busiressculture;to build strategic
alliances, coalitions and affiliations; and to transformpublic policy andinfluenceopinion
makers. Visit www.nawbo.orgor more information.

# # #

’ Data source: US Census Bureau. Economic Census, Survey of Business Owners. Women-Owned Firms, 2002.
Published January 2006. (SB02-00CS-WMN). Prepared by Julie Weeks, President and CEO of Womenable,
www.womenable.com.
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